
TOWN OF ST. GEMAIN 
P. O. BOX 7 

ST. GERMAIN, WI 54558 

Minutes, Zoning Committee – October 14, 2020 

1. Call to order:  Meeting was called to order at 5:30pm

2. Roll call, establish a quorum:  Present Cooper, Nampel/Mortag, Strom, Schell, Ritter, Ebert

3. Public comments:  There were none

Discussion/action topics:

4. Approve minutes of September 09, 2020 meeting:  Motion Schell, second Cooper to approve as
presented.  Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote.

5. Review preliminary survey map of the division of parcel 24-2220-01, Leslie Hiller:  Following
review and discussion, motion Schell, second Cooper to approve preliminary draft as prepared by
Wilderness Surveying.   Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote.

6. Review Zoning Department income/expanse year-to-date report:  Ritter reported that the Town
Treasurer is capturing most of the zoning related income and expenses, however not all of Ritter’s
office expenses reimbursed by the town board are reflected on the report.  Ritter will consider
solutions to improve accuracy of the monthly report.  He also suggested that perhaps a graph
updated monthly would provide an easier to read visual representation.  Consesus was that the
report is of value.  No action taken by the committee.

7. Consider interpretation of section 1.313 (Forestry & Recreation).  Should properties in this
district be restricted to public ownership as indicated on the current Zoning District Map or
are private lands included in this district?  (Either the ordinance or the map needs to be
amended):  Ebert believes the “Public Lands Only” language on the map legend has been there
since the first town zoning ordinance, however he also believes that the Forestry and Recreation
district should and does include privately owned lands.  Motion Cooper, second Nampel/Mortag that
“Public Lands Only” should be removed from the zoning district map to eliminate current confusion
and that no revision to the zoning ordinance is needed.    Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote.

8. Consider follow-up action on two instances of camping activity not complying with section
1.404 as reported on September 9 by the Zoning Administrator:  Ebert reported that at:

a. 1060 Old Hwy 70 – the property owner is preparing a zoning permit application for
construction of a home.  When issued, camping will be allowed during construction.

b. 7663 Hug Lane – there has been no response from the property owner to the notice
posted on the property and County Zoning has been notified that camping is
occurring with no County required septic system.  Motion Cooper, second Strom to
allow the County an opportunity to enforce its ordinance before the Town takes and action.
Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote.  (Ebert learned following the meeting that the
landowner recently died and that the camper has been or will be removed).

9. The Zoning Administrator indicated on Septembe 9 that Vilas County has revised zoning
permit fees to reflect square footage.  Consider doing the same with St. Germain fees as
recommended by the Zoning Administrator:  Following a discussion of the pros and cons of
permit fees being based on square footage of structures, motion Schell, second Cooper that the



permit fees stay as is.  Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote.   Ritter suggested that perhaps the 
entire fees schedule should be reviewed as it has not been changed in many years.  No further 
action taken at this time. 
 

10. Consider recommendation of September 9 by Bob Schell that one of th red tones on the 
Zoning District Map be changed to “mustard yellow” to improve distinguishability:  Schell 
clarified that he wasn’t necessarily suggesting that “mustard yellow” be used, but that any color 
substitutions that make the districts more distinguishable would be helpful, especially on the smaller 
maps.  Motion Schell, second Cooper that Ritter request of County Mapping that the next printing of 
the map replace one of the red tones with a more distinguishable color.   Motion passed by 
unanimous roll call vote.   
 

11. Zoning Administrator report: 
a. Review monthly update of Zoning Administrator Permit Activity Log:  Reviewed and 

discussed with no action taken. 
b. Approve monthly Zoning Administrator compensation:  Motion Cooper, second Strom to 

approve the ZA compensation for September 2020 at $1,335.41.  Motion passed by 
unanimous roll call vote 

c. Zoning Administrator new concerns to be discussed at a future meeting:  There were 
none.  
 

12. Committee concerns:  Cooper reported that carports and garages are not listed as permitted uses 
in either the Forestry & Recreation District (1.313) or the Forestry District (1.315) and wondered if 
that was correct or an error.  Ritter will put this topic on a future agenda for consideration.                          
 

13. Adjourn:  Meeting was adjourned at 6:25pm 

 

Minutes prepared by chairman Ritter 
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